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Climbing the Hill

I’ve been feeling old lately. I recent-
ly celebrated my 25th birthday and it’s
getting to me.

My only comfort comes from those
of you reading this and rolling your
eyes because you are way older than
me. You only wish you were 25! Heck,
you’d settle for 30!

So the fact that I make you feel old
is a big consolation and I thank you for
it.

I admit the sensible side of me real-
izes that, in people years, 25 isn’t old.
In fact, on my birthday I felt complete-
ly at one with my age.

But then Icame to work. Work-

related stress will age anyone beyond
their years, but I was actually at peace
with the world. Until I realized I was
old enough to be in the Hamburg Area
Item s Early Files.

For the unfamiliar, the Early Files
are a look back at what happened in a
certain week in history. It starts with 25
years ago.

It was then I realized that 25 years is
a long time ago, a whole quarter of a
century ago.

You could fill several books with
what has changed since 1980, both on a
societal and individual level. I’'m sure
everybody’s lives have changed dra-
matically over the years. I, for one,
couldn’t even eat solid foods 25 years
ago.

All this got me to thinking, which is
probably my worst habit.

If I were a 25-year-old car, nobody
would think twice about dropping me
off in a junk yard. If I were a hair cut,
I’d need a serious makeover. If I were a

marriage, I’d have a 50 percent chance
of being a divorce. If I were a dog, I’d
probably be dead.

This forced me to take stock of my
life. What have I done with my 25
years? Who and where will I be in
another quarter-century?

I thought about it for a minute, but I
was distracted by the fact that I’d be 50
in 25 years. I decided not to think about
it anymore.

So now I’'m trying to forget my age.
It’s only a number, right? My goal is to
forget by the time I hit 30. Because let’s
be honest, if 'm freaking out now, how
will I be in five years? In the face of 30,
25 is bliss.

Besides, I still feel too young for
some things, like children, marriage,
death.

They’re all the same really.

Contact Mandy Zerr at
mbzerr@berksmontnews.com.




